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INDEPENDANT ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANT
Managing 
Phytophthora cinnamomi
Drainage
. Small core samples of the soil around affected plants should be taken, using an augur or similar, to ensure that no water-logging is present within about 30cms from the soil surface. If water-logging is present (greying and a strong ‘septic tank’ smell) some drainage measures should be adopted. The principal aims of these drainage improvements should be to increase the 
depth of soil available for the
 roots
 of the trees and shrubs,
 and to reduce the potential of cross contamination. The subsoil under and around the bushes should be aerated to a depth of at least 50cms using injected compressed air.
Irrigation
. Although 
Phytophthora
 species thrive in wet or waterlogged conditions, the damage that they do to infected trees and shrubs make them very susceptible to water stress during dry conditions. Accordingly, some facility for irrigating affected bushes using tap water (ie water that has been treated to kill microbes) should be made available. Irrigation should only occur during periods when there is a significant soil moisture deficit and the treated water should be applied in a way that reduces this moisture deficit in the top 30cms of the soil profile without causing surface runoff.
Soil fertility.
 Soil and leaf samples should be taken and analysed to establish the general nutritional status of the apparently healthy 
yew trees
. Any nutritional in-balance should be addressed using an appropriate non-organic fertiliser. 
Mulches.
 Current research indicates that the provision of a wood chip mulch can give some protection from infection by 
Phytophthora
 spp. However, these mulches may also increase water-logging and thus favour 
Phytophthora
 infections. Accordingly, well-composted wood chip mulches may be applied around the base of these 
trees
, but only when the drainage of the underlying soil is completely acceptable.
Biostimulants and fungicides.
 Recent research (Gillan et al 2003) suggests that the use of biostimulants can increase root growth in a range of tree species. Accordingly the biostimulate 'Generate' should be applied to all trees showing reduced vigour in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations. Where existing trees are showing reduced growth, the fungicide Fosetyl-Al (Aliette WDG or similar) should be applied in accordance with the label recommendations. 
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